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From the Director

March 2009 Dear Students and Parents:

We have had a fantastic Spring so far! Such outstanding

performances from Solo and Ensemble,  Chicago Tour, Women’ s

Choir Festival, and KMEA Festival Assessment have made this
This Month.... Spring memorable.

At KMEA Festival, Women’s Choir, Singers, Chorale and
Madriga Is all performed outstandingly, represented Lafayette
well and maintained outstanding attitudes during a very busy

day. Be sure to read some of the outstanding comment s from
our judges included later in the newsletter.

2. Spring Schedule
3. Accolades

4. KMEA Festival Report

The next important upcoming event i s our 4t Annual Chorus
6. SCAPA Voice Banquet. Please mark your calendars for. Tuesday April 28 at
6:00 pm. We want everyone to attend this special event! We
8. Student Spotl ight will celebrate an outstanding year including recognizing many
students and their achievements! You'won't want to miss this.
9. Vocal Camp Stay tuned for more information and reservation forms in the
coming days.

Registration is now open for Vocal Camp 200 9! So be sure to
register your students (see last page of newsletter).

Lastly, be sure to mark your calendars for our Sp  ring Concerts
they are listed in the dates section on the next page.

See you at our concerts.

Ryan Marsh
ryan.marsh@fayette.kyschools.us
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Spring Semester Schedule
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The 2008 Lafayette Chorus Banquet and Honor

.(_’_/_)f?':i'#'r" Ceremony will be held on  Tuesday, April 28, at
6:00 pm Location TBA.
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the Lafayette Choirs. We will  honor
underclassmen with many spec ial
underclassmen awards as well as honor our
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Stay tuned for more information to come!
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WomasnChol
Festival

By: Laura Gabbard

On Thursday, February 26 t, approximately 70 ladies from Lafayette’s Women’s Chaoir,
Singers and Swing Choir participated in our 2  nd annual Women’s Choir Invitational. These
ladies along with students from Western Hills High School and Lexington Catholic
rehearsed all afternoon on mus ic they had been preparing for several months. Their
clinician, Terri Foster, or the Louisville Youth Choir, was delightful to work with. She was full
of energy and provided excellent vocal instruction for the students. During the course of

the afternoo n, the ladies were treated to a performance by UK’s Women’s Choir, under
the direction of Dr. Lori Hetzel, and the a cappella women’s ensemble Paws & Listen.
These are both fine ensembles and we were fortunate to hear such wonderful
performances. What an incredible model of excellence they provide for our young
singers.

The festival concluded with a concert at the end of the evening. The choir from each
school performed two - three selections of varying styles. The performance ended with
the combined ¢ hoir singing five selections. The experience of singing in a choir of 150
ladies was truly motivating and inspirational for the students. We look forward to its
recurrence in the years to come.

Order a recording of the festival concert . Order forms onl ine:
http://www.lafayettechoir.org/info/womens choir festival a success I

Madrigals win UofL Chamber Choir Competition

The Lafayette Madrigal Singers gave an outstanding performance that garnered a first
place win in the 5th annual Margaret Comstock Chamber Choir Competition on Friday
February 20. This is the third consecutive win and fourth first place win by the group. The
Madrigals competed against six other choirs fr om across Kentucky. This competition
demands high -quality repertoire and outstanding performance from ensembles. Choirs
compete in two rounds for a panel of judges and clinician. After the first performance,

choirs were coached by Dr. Kent Hatteberg (Un iversity of Louisville). The competition is
narrowed to three choirs that compete again in a second round for final placements.

“Excellent! First Rate Choir.” —Dr. Randy Pennington, Northern Kentucky University

“This was a stunning performance! Bravo!” — Dr. Greg Detweiler, Morehead State Univ.

These recent performances are continuing to bolster the outstanding state -wide
reputation of Lafayette High School!
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Q@) Festival Assessment

On Saturday March 14, Women’s Choir, Singers, Chora le and Madrigals participated in
the KMEA District 7 Festival Assessment. Festival is one of the most important performances

of our year because it is the only time of the year where we are critically evaluated and

most importantly are asked to demonstrat e music literacy skills.

The advanced groups received distinguished ratings on their performance and sight -
reading. We wanted to share some of the outstanding comments from the four judges:

Women’s Choir: “Nice contrasting selections.” - June William s, Scott County High School,
Retired

Women’s Choir: “Congratulations on your hard work! | enjoyed the performance.” -Dr.
Greg Detweiler, Morehead State University

Women’s Choir:  “Wonderful selection. Nice way to open the day.” - Lisa Jury, Madison

Southern High

Lafayette Singers: “You are strong readers — congrats to you! | can tell you've worked
hard. Keep listening to your director. You're lucky to have him!” — Ashley Tyree,
Montgomery County High School, Sight -reading judge.

Lafayette Singers: “Intonation was outstanding! Your performance was very musical and
piece selections were well chosen for this group.” - June Williams, Scott County High
School, Retired

Lafayette Singers: “Wonderful vocal control throughout, and good manipulation of

dy namics. Very nice selections! Great on  -stage presence. Students, thank your director

for his expertise!” - Lisa Jury, Madison Southern High
Lafayette Singers: “Excellent Choice of literature. Good attention to balance of parts.
Strong performance”  -Dr. Greg Detweiler, Morehead State University

Chorale: *“Loved this performance! Thank you for your diligence and attention to detail -
definitely defines the difference between good and great!!” — Lisa Jury, Madison Southern
High School

Chorale: *“Very mature [sound quality]. Excellent intonation! Exceptional musicians and
teacher!” — Ashley Tyree, Montgomery County High School, Sight  -reading judge

Chorale: *“Excellent attention to intonation. Excellent Literature. Impressive

performance.” -Dr. Greg Detweiler, Morehead State University

Chorale: *“Great job. You are a fine ensemble.” - June Williams, Scott County High

School, Retired

Madrigals: “Great Music! Outstanding Stage presence. Wonderful way to close this
morning’s assessment! Bravo!” - Lisa Jury, Madison Southern High School

Madrigals: “Congratulations on your mastery of intonation problems in this difficult

literature. Excellent repertoire. You are a superior group.” -Dr. Greg Detweiler, Morehead
State University

Madrigals: “Won derful, beautiful quality [tone]. Excellent! [technique and interpretation].
Very professional sound and presentation!” - June Williams, Scott County High School,
Retired!
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Upcoming

conc erts

Ice Cream

Concert
May 7, 7:00

Beeler Auditorium
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Friday April 24, 7:00
Centenary Methodist

2800 Tates Creek Rd

Starring: Swing Choir &
Voice Majors

This year SCAPA’s Cabaret will make a return after a two
year hiatus. The event will take place on Friday, April 24 th
at 7:00pm. The location wil | be “The Foundry” at
Centenary United Methodist Church. All vocal majors will

be featured in either musical theatre small ensemble or
solo performances. For the performers, costuming,
choreography and staging are encouraged. The Swing
Choir will also b e featured during the Cabaret. Volunteers

are still needed for the following areas: Decorations, Food,
Sound, Lighting, Programs, Stage Management and Set -
up/Tear Down. Please let Ms. Gabbard know in what way

vou will be able to assist.

SCAPA Musical
* Thur, March 26, 7:00 pm

* Friday, March 27 - 8:00 pm
* Sat, March 28 -2 & 8:00 pr

Opera House

Ticket and Reservation Informa

Tickets for performances at the Lexington Opera House are
$10/student and $12.00/adult in advance an d $1.00/ticket
more at the door. These can be reserved by calling 233 -3535
or purchasing directly from the Lexington Center Box Office,

430 W. Vine Street.
|

There are many Lafayette choir students involved in this
production. Come out and see a great show !
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From Ms. Gab bard

February and March have been very busy months
for our vocalists. Our February Master Class featured
Anyssia Ensslen, a doctoral student from UK’s School
of Rehabilitation Sciences. She spoke to the class
about vocal health and hygiene. Her presenta tion
included photo comparisons of healthy versus
damaged vocal folds, as well as a break -down of
tips and suggestions for keeping the voice healthy
and rehabilitating after an illness or injury. A few
examples include: get plenty of rest, drink a
sufficient amount of water, avoid speaking/singing
when it is causing pain. Students, please keep all of
Ms. Ensslen’s valuable information in mind, especially
during this time of year when you are involved in so
many performances.

Vocal majors were also requir ed to participate in
KMEA'’s District Solo & Ensemble Festival at Scott

County High School on Saturday, February 28 t,

There were 34 participants from Lafayette this year.

All received either proficient or distinguished ratings.
Congratulations and than  k you for your hard work in
preparing for this event. Several vocal majors have
also been preparing auditions for Kentucky's
Governor’'s School for the Arts this spring. GSA is a
three week summer program of intensive study in
the arts for current sophomo res and juniors. We
anxiously await the results of these auditions.

Upcoming events include a master class on April
14t Qur presentation for the class will be a
performance by NKU’'s Broadway Chorus Troupe,
featuring recent SCAPA graduate, Katie Berger
Following the performance, members of the troupe

will work with some of our students in small coaching
sessions in order to help us prepare for our Cabaret.
The class will last from 3:30 until 5:00 in the choir
room. Vocal Majors are required to atten d, but it is
open to any others who wish to attend as well.

The Musical Theatre Cabaret will be held on Friday,
April 24t at 7:00pm at Centenary United Methodist
Church. This event will feature all vocal majors in
either solo or small ensemble performan ces. Please
invite family and friends. More specific info is
forthcoming.

Freshmen and sophomores will complete juries on
May 4t and 5 th after school in the choir room. Two
memorized selections are required for completion of
this assignment. Juniors and seniors will perform on a
recital, Friday May 8 t (location TBA). Juniors are
required to sing one selection and seniors will each
sing two. All vocal majors are required to attend,
but it is open to anyone e Ise who wishes to attend

Laura Gabbard

Notes and News

www.lafayettechoir.org/  students/ sca pavoice

Important SCAPA dates

Masterclass
Tuesday, April 14, 3:30 -5:00

Cabaret
Friday, April 24, 7:00
Centenary United Methodist

Voice Juries
Monday, May 4, 3:30
Thursday, May 5, 3:30

Senior Recital
Friday, May 8, 2:30 pm
Location TBA

practice log

Practice Logs

Don’t forget to submit your SCAPA
Voice practice logs each week!




'Chorus Boosters
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BOOSTER
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“BOARD

Members:

Co-Presidents
Jeff & Rhonda Story
ristory@insightbb.com

Vice -President
Dorothy VanMeter 266-2222
dclarkvm@aol.com

Treasurer
Donna Mattox 749 -1325
donna@mattoxrealestate.com

Secretary
Robin Barker 263-9735
rbarker@insightbb.com

Accounts Rec./CHA RMS
Jenny & Todd Sallee
toddjenny@insightbb.com

Uniforms
Julie Begley 223 -8818
jbforjc@insightbb.com

Colette Crown 335 -5425
ckcrown@alltel.net

Members At Large
Jim Betts 294-7403
crustybatard@hotmail.com

Penny Christian 277 -9191
pennymom66@yahoo.com

Debbie Sogin 223-2361
debbie.sogin@
fayette.kyschools.us

Sharon Stahl 389-8808
sstahl9068@aol.com

Jennifer Todd 296-5632
jtodd23456@insightbb.com

Margot VanEck 797--7057
mvaneck@aol.com

Daniel Wade 223-8549
wadevocalcoach@
insiaohtbb.com
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Erin Brown was a featured soloist for the
American Guild of Organists, 200th Birthday of
Felix Mendelssohn Concert in Hampton, Virginia
at Gloria Dei Luthe ran Church. She was invited
to sing Mendelssohn’s Salve Regina as a guest

soloist.

On Sunday March 7th, 2009 she

performed the work accompanied by a
professional orchestra of Hampton's finest

players.

[ —
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Listen to Erin’'s Performance on our
website:

http://www.lafayettechoir.org/info/
erin_brown_ featured soloist

Notes and News

Gabrielle Barker a junior SCAPA voice major was
recog nized by the FCPS school board for placing
2nd & winning audience favorite at the William
Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition held at U.K.
this past October.  Gabrielle received a standing
ovation from the board and audience after
singing, Puccini’s, “O mio ba bbino caro,” and
“Home,” by Maury Yeston. Gabrielle is a private
student of Joanna McCarty Rogers.

Gabrielle also auditioned for and was accepted

to the Kentucky Baptist All -State Youth Choir. The
choir will tour Kentucky and perform at various
churches this summer. !




June 22 -26
Ca a Announcing dates

for LHS Choir 19"

annual summer
vocal camp for
current Lafayette
student s and

students from

2009 feeder schools
(rising 8 ™ graders
and older). !

Come experience one of the area's
finest choral camps. Enjoy quality
instruction, great music, fun, and
friendship. Fee s: only $50.00 Includes
instruction  (except  private  vocal
lessons), T -shirt and music use. -
Register online -

www.| afayettechoir.org/info/vocalcamp

<&@ Solo and
— Ensemble

On Saturday February 2 4, the Lafayette had
the largest participation from any school in
the Lexington district at KMEA solo and
ensemble! Congrats to those students who
participated:

Gabrielle Barker*, Alaina Broderson*, Erin
Brown*, Candace Bruner*, Cathy Christian*,
Cathy Christian/Luke Hansen duet*, Brodie
Craig, Tomer Eres, Haley Goode?*, Liberty
Hart*, Hans Hayes, Tanner Hoertz, Amie
Huesman*, Emma Jackson*, Lauren Jacoby,
Jasmine Johnson*, John Krebs, Alex
Koszewski*, Kailey Marshall*, Elliot Mattox* ,
Alix  Mclintosh, Tayler McNickel*, Tevin
McPeak, Alex Nelson*, Ellie Osborne, Alek
Scott*, Taylor Slone*, Tyler Stahl*, Sydney
Steele*, Ryan Story, Ellie Todd *, Will Whalen,
Despina Wilson*

* denotes Distinguished Rating

Carol Lynn Originals & Events
= ™

Making your Memories Beautiful with Flowers
Prom Weddings Hospitals Funerals
Birthdays Anniversary New Baby

Flowers for Every Event in Your Life!
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Lafayette Chorus
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